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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


With this issue, the ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 
celebrates a birthday. There is one candle on the cake. Although 
preceded by a mimeographed news letter, issued from time to time, 
the NEWS first saw the light in its present printed form one year 
ago with a distribution of 300 copies. There are 1,100 in the pres- 
ent issue, which go to friends of the Library in distant corners of 
the globe, as well as to a steadily growing list in the United States. 
Since this increase is largely the result of requests, we feel that a 
very healthy growth can be reported to date. To the Honorary 
Consultants, who have made this publication possible, go our warm- 
est appreciation and thanks. 


CONSULTANTS TO THE ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY TO 
MEET IN WASHINGTON 


Leaders of the medical profession, who are members of the 
Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, 
will hold their annual meeting at the Hotel Statler in Washington 
on 4 and 5 October 1945. The Association serves as an advisory 
body to The Surgeon General on matters pertaining to the Library, 
and made an active contribution to the successful reorganization of 
the Library during the war years. The keynote of an address by 
Dr. John F. Fulton of Yale University School of Medicine and 
President of the Association, will be the extreme interest of mem- 
bers from coast to coast in securing a new building for the Library. 
Speakers at a dinner at the Hotel Statler on Friday evening will 
include Major General Norman T. Kirk, The Surgeon General; 
Colonel Leon L. Gardner, The Director of the Library; Dr. Regi- 
nald Fitz of the Harvard Medical School, and Dr. Max Fisch, Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy, University of Illinois. Colonel Harold W. 
Jones, former Director of the Library and Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Association, is in charge of arrangements for the meeting. 

The professional program of the two-day session will cover the 
following topics—A permanent fund for the work of the Honor- 
ary Consultants, Dr. Morris Fishbein; Widening Horizons, Colonel 
Leon L. Gardner; New medical classification, Miss Mary Louise 
Marshall; Regional representatives for the Association, Dr. Chaun- 
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cey D. Leake; Coordinated service—Library of Congress and Army 
Medical Library, Dr. Luther H. Evans; The importance of avoid- 
ing duplication in Federal libraries, Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, The 
Librarian of the Army Medical Library. 


CONFERENCE OF MEDICAL PUBLISHERS 


A number of leading medical publishers will join the Consul- 
tants on Saturday, 5 October, for luncheon at the Hotel Statler 
and to discuss the microfilming of medical literature. This meeting 
will afford an opportunity to evaluate the usages of microfilms of 
scientific literature to assure maximum benefits to research 
endeavors and the public welfare. Protection of the rights of pub- 
lishers on copyrighted material will also be discussed. 


ANESTHESIA EXHIBITIONS 


The Library is collaborating on two anesthesia exhibitions dur- 
ing October in connection with the celebration of the Centennial 
of the first use of ether in the performance of an operation. Mate- 
rial including a rare edition of Quintorp’s “De Anesthesia” and a 
collection of photographs of the early experimenters in the field 
has been provided for the use of the Library of Congress. 

Photostats of pioneer American publications on anesthesia have 
been sent for an exhibit planned for the Wellcome Historical Medi- 
cal Museum, London. Copies of papers by Bigelow, Bowditch, and 
Morton were included. 


INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 


While in Paris this summer, Dr. Atherton Seidell discussed with 
the Librarian of the Faculté de Médecine and others a plan of coop- 
eration in the publication of the CURRENT LIST OF MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. The division of the work would be on the basis 
of geographical sources of medical publications; all originating in 
continental Europe and published in languages other than English 
to be compiled and indexed by the Paris library, and those originat- 
ing in all other parts of the world to be compiled as heretofore by 
the Army Medical Library. Thus, the Current List would consist 
of two parts, each of which would be made more complete and 
accurate than it is possible to make a single publication in either of 
the two countries. 

This suggestion was received favorably in Paris and there has 
recently arrived in Washington, Professor L. Justin-Besacon of 


the Faculté de Médecine of Paris, who brings assurance that his 


institution is willing and able to undertake their share in the publi- 
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rmy cation of the Current List. It is expected that this proposal will be 
oid- — considered by the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
The Library at their annual meeting. If given approval, attempts to put 
it into effect will be made. 


ROBERT B. AUSTIN NAMED ACTING HEAD OF 
sul- CLEVELAND BRANCH 


itler To replace Dr. Max H. Fisch who has accepted a professorship 
ting at the University of Illinois, Mr. Robert B. Austin has been appointed 
s of Assistant Chief of the Medical History Division and Acting Head 
rch of the Cleveland Branch Library. Mr. Austin was Chief of the 
ub- Administrative Division at the Army Medical Library in June 1945 
when he went to Cleveland as Head of the Medical History Section. 
He has been with the Library in various capacities since 1928. 


lur- FIRST MEDICAL PUBLICATION ON MICROFILM 

nial A copy of Pathologie: journal des pathologists de langue 
ate- francaise . . . publiant les bulletins de la Société Anatomique de 
da Paris. v.1, no.1, June 1946 was recently brought to the Library from 


ield Paris by Dr. Seidell. To the best of our knowledge, it is the first 
journal of this kind to be published entirely on microfilm. Among 


ave the particular advantages of issuing a publication in this way are 

edi- savings in paper, printing, and distribution costs, as well as the pos- 

and sibility of reproducing numerous illustrations without the use of 
plates. 


The journal is photographed by a special camera from the 
original text in bands, each of which contain ten pages of text, about 


rith sixty pages in all. The issue is mailed in a small narrow envelope. 

op- The entire production of Pathologie is made under the imme- 

AL diate direction of Professor Roger Leroux of the Faculté de Méde- 

asis cine of Paris. 

: in INDEX-CATALOGUE 

om _ During the year ending 1 September 1946, 6,208 different 

by periodicals in 34 languages, including one in Sanskrit, were indexed 

sist for the Index-Catalogue. Distribution of indexed periodicals by 

ail languages showed 55.4 percent foreign and 44.6 percent English 

a publications. Distribution of references by languages showed 28 
percent English and 72 percent foreign. 

- HONORARY CONSULTANTS. 

his Rear Admiral Harold W. Smith, former Chief of Research 


in the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, left recently for 
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Guam where he will assist in establishment of the Navy’s new medi- 
cal center to serve American naval and civilian personnel and native 
islanders within a radius of several thousand miles. 


Dr. Raymond A. Kelser, Professor of Bacteriology and Dean 
of Faculty, School of Veterinary Medicine, University of Pennsyl- 
vania; Dr. Hugh J. Morgan, Professor of Medicine, School of Medi- 
cine, Vanderbilt University, and Dr. James §. Simmons, Dean of 
Harvard School of Public Health, are now serving on the Advisory 
Editorial Board of the Bulletin of the U. S. Army Medical Depart- 


ment, 


Dr. Atherton Seidell, who has been instrumental in setting up 
microfilm services in France for better distribution of medical liter- 
ature, has recently been named Officier de |’Ordre de la Santé Pub- 
lique by the French Government. 


A POET PHYSICIAN 


William Bullein, 16th Century English “Doctor of Phisicke” 
was a poet as well as a physician, judging from the following excerpt 
taken from his BULWARKE OF DEFENCE AGAINSE ALL 
SICKNESSE, SOARENESSE, AND WOUNDES THAT DOE 


DAYLE ASSAULTE MANKINDE ... London, Thomas Marshe, 
'579. 


In a DIALOGUE BETWEENE SOARENES AND CHIR- 
URGI, he has this to say in praise of surgery: 


“For it is the noblest worke, wrought by cunning hande, 
Excelling al other artes, in eche Citty, and Land. 

If Prynces be wounded, when noble men are sore, 

The Chirurgen them helpeth, of Chirurgians what more? 
When bones are broken, and members displaced, 

When the features of the face, wyth weapon be disgrased, 
When bloud is shed, in cutting of the vaynes, 

The Chirurgian alone, helpeth him from paynes, 
Repayreth mankinde, and giveth hym rest, 

So of al knowledge, Chyrurgi is most best. 

For no treasure or arte, can helpe the wounded man, 
When the Chirurgian, by his cunning onely can.” 


In the BOOKE OF THE USE OF SICKE MEN, AND MEDI- 
CINES, he rhymes the following couplets: 


“Surfeyte, age, and sickenes, are enemyes all to health, 
Medicines to mende the body, excell all worldly wealth: 
Phisicke shall florishe, and in daunger will give cure, 

Till death unknit the lively knot, no longer wee endure.” 














